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A father’s speech seepoemsee
Welcome dear friends and family, welcome to San
Francisco, welcome to Katy and Paul's wedding recep-
tion. We have Barbara and Ian from Toronto; Anne
and Garry plus Celia and James and baby Andrew
from New Zealand; Tammy and Kent from Hong
Kong, it’s really a small world, welcome!

Today is a big day because a new family is born. Con-
gratulations Katy and Paul; two people from different
families, different countries with different back-
grounds and cultures come together to create a home,
it is truly a miracle and blessing. I heard that home is
not a place to argue about what is right or wrong, it's a
place about love; and love isn't love until you give it
away. Your home will be filled with joyful moments,
and surely there will be tough times too! No matter
what happens, if you are willing to invite our Al-
mighty God to live in you, you will be able to ride
through hardships smoothly.

Are you interested in hearing some little secrets about
Katy? It doesn’t matter, I will tell you anyway. To at-
tend her high school graduation prom, Katy made her
own party dress. From design; choosing material; from
cutting to sewing; all the way to the last stitches. That
was not an easy task because she is not a seamstress.
We offered to buy one for her, but she insisted on do-
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ing it herself. The outcome was that she wore a dress
that was unique, you can't find another one in the
whole world. A little time back, when she was a tod-
dler, we strolled in the park and saw a patch of ce-
mented pebbles. I thought that it might be interesting
to her. So I put her on the pebble ground. Unexpect-
edly, she kept yelling "marjar, marjar!" I didn't under-
stand what that meant. But she refused to move. Her
facial expression was rejected. So, Paul, please don't
put her on a pebble ground again. Still further back,
when Katy was born, her navel was injured by a care-
less nurse. The pain made her cry all through the
night, every night, for a long time. That had deprived
her of her sleep and appetite, as well as ours. Now, |
believe that all those painful experiences have gone
away. We look forward to a glorious future for her.
Paul...Thank you very much for taking care of Katy. I
have only one daughter in my life, and I'm confident
that Katy 1s and will be your only wife in the rest of
your life.

I feel blessed to be the bride’s dad and hope that I am
not embarrassing my daughter. I would like to borrow
and sing a few words from the song HOSEA: “Come
back to me, with all your heart, don’t let fear, keep us
apart. Trees do bend, though straight and tall, so must
we, to other’s call. Long have I waited for your com-
ing home to me and deeply living our new life.”

Last but not least. Thank you all for joining us to-
night, without your participation, this can never be a
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successful party! Thank you again!

“Long have I waited for you to come home to me
and live deeply our new life!” 5%
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